shock; her spirit was broken and she died in May of that year aged 88.
The first half of the book is infused with the life and personality of Sister Agnes herself: her trials and tribulations, letters from her patients, tit-bits and gossip-the excitement and ordeals are almost tangible. The remaining chapters are a discourse on the constant financial worries: the move to Marylebone, upgrading of buildings, expansion into adjoining properties, improving staff accommodation, appeals and fund raising. Inevitably the names and good deeds of Presidents, patrons, chairmen and committee members feature rather heavily. This is perhaps not quite as interesting for the general reader (who might have welcomed some topographical illustrations) but is of great value to social historians and those interested in the history of hospitals. In 100 years the hospital has grown from a modest 12 beds to a 62-bedded modern acute private charitable hospital. For past patients and staff this history of the hospital will be enjoyable and informative; for others it places this unique hospital in the heart of London's medical landscape. Dr Millichap, a paediatric neurologist who has published extensively on attention deficit and hyperactivity, set himself a formidable task in aiming his book at a wide readership of parents, teachers, psychologists and paediatricians. I found the book easily accessible, written in a fresh and lively style; and the format of posed questions followed by detailed answers provides a remarkably comprehensive account of the subject.
The first chapters cover what is meant by the term attention-deficit/hyperactivity disorder (ADHD), speculation as to its cause(s), how it presents and what investigations may be useful. These chapters avoid dogma and offer both established and more controversial material. There then follow chapters on disorders which are, or may be, related to ADHD, including learning and language disabilities, tics and Tourette's syndrome, and conduct disorders. The coverage here is more than one might expect from the title of the book. The next three chapters deal with therapeutic considerations. They have a very North American flavour, but the UK and European reader will find much of relevance. More than most topics in child neurology/psychiatry, ADHD has spawned off-beat and controversial treatment approaches. Dr Millichap reviews these in a way that avoids being unnecessarily disparaging whilst making the reader fully aware as to the scientific evidence on which they are based. The book concludes by looking at what happens to children with ADHD when they grow up.
Perhaps the most outstanding feature of this book, given its intended readership, is its scholarliness reflected in the extensive references. Although not everything in it is relevant to the UK, I highly recommend it to all the readers at which it is aimed. It will undoubtedly prove too 'advanced' for many parents but will not be out of place on the shelves of paediatric neurologists and child psychiatrists. The study of movement disorders encompasses one of the most rapidly advancing branches of neurology; for the physician it is one of the most gratifying because it combines clinical method, imaging, neuropathology and basic neurosciences and even more importantly involves therapeutic developments that are rational, realistic and beneficial for many (alas not all) patients. To succinctly yet comprehensively convey and demonstrate the essentials of these advances, from postencephalitic parkinsonism to tardive dyskinesia, presents a considerable challenge. David Perkin has succeeded admirably. Particularly impressive is the illustration of critical physical signs such as dystonic posturing, disorders of gaze, apraxia-with associated scans and neuropathological changes all within 40 vivid pages.
For those who feel that, because of other distractions, advances in movement disorders have passed them by, or those who remain mystified by neurological neologisms, this concise atlas offers effortless illumination; for those who are informed but who would appreciate superb coloured photographs, illustrations of correlative neuropathology and a helpful concise text there will be pleasure in and admiration for David Perkin's achievements. Gerald Stern Woolavington Wing, Middlesex Hospital, London Wl N 8AA, UK
